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even more stringent, ''watching and besetting by
a single individual being made as criminal as
watching and besetting" by a multitude.1 Thus
" almost any action taken by Trade Unionists to
induce a man not to accept employment at a struck
shop resulted, under the new Act, in imprisonment
with hard labour."2 Yet "Mr. Gladstone refused,
in 1872, to admit that there was any necessity for
further legislation, and utterly declined to take the
matter up; and during that session " no member
could be found " willing to introduce a Bill for the
repeal of" the obnoxious law.3

In order to understand the reactionary attitude
of even Liberal politicians towards the claims of
working men we must once more turn our attention
to Continental affairs.

Bismarck's high-handed intervention in Schles-
wig-Holstein, related in a former chapter, was
merely a first step towards the unification of
Germany under Prussian leadership. His next
step was the expulsion of Austria from the German
Confederation. To secure the neutrality of France,
illusory promises of territorial aggrandisement
were dangled before the eyes of her Emperor,
whose faculties, never very considerable, had for
some time past been undermined by disease and
fatigue. Italy gave her alliance in exchange for
the prospective cession of Venetia, which, with
Rome, was alone wanting to complete her indepen-
dence and unity. A campaign of a few days in
Bohemia (June-July, 1866) laid the Hapsburg

* Webb, History of Trade Unionism, p. 266.        2 P. 268.
3 Pp. 269-70.